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T Céte d’ Ivoire will host World Environment Day 2023 on 5 June with the theme of
solutions to plastic pollution, UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and Céte d’ Ivoire
announced today.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of World Environment Day, after it was established
by the United Nations General Assembly in 1972. Over the past five decades, the day
has grown to be one of the largest global platforms for environmental outreach. Tens of
millions of people participate online and through in-person activities, events and
actions around the world.

“The scourge of plastic pollution is a visible threat that impacts every community
around the world," said Jean-Luc Assi, Cote d’ Ivoire’ s Minister for the Environment
and Sustainable Development. “As host of World Environment Day 2023, we welcome
all sectors, from governments and businesses to civil society, to come together to find
and champion solutions.”

Cote d'lvoire has banned the use of plastic bags since 2014, supporting a shift to
reusable packaging. The country’ s largest city, Abidjan, has also become a hub for
start-ups looking to beat plastic pollution.

More than 400 million tonnes of plastic is produced every year worldwide, half of which
is designed to be used only once. Of that, less than 10 per cent is recycled. An
estimated 19-23 million tonnes end up in lakes, rivers and seas annually.

“We must seize every opportunity and engage with every stakeholder to deal with the
plastics problem in its entirety,” said Inger Andersen, UNEP’ s Executive Director.

“Coéte d’ Ivoire and the Netherlands are among a number of countries rising to this
challenge and embracing the benefits of a circular plastics economy. The
commemoration of the 50th World Environment Day is a moment for all governments,
businesses, community groups, and individuals to join this drive.”

The campaign for World Environment Day 2023 will use the hashtag and slogan
#BeatPlasticPollution.
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From pollution to solution
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Efforts by organizations around the world to tackle marine plastic waste
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1960 First reports of adverse impacts of marine plastic debris on marine
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United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLQOS)
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G20 Implementation Framework for Actions on Marine Plastic Litter
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From Pollution to Solution - A global assessment of marine litter
and plastic pollution, UNEP, 2021
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8 things we can do for the planet
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It is time to change how we produce, consume and dispose of the plastic we use.
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1. Clean the beaches: If you live near the coastline, join a beach cleanup in your area. Or
take your family for a beach walk and start your own cleanup.
2. Clean up rivers: Rivers are a direct route for plastic debris to enter the ocean. Join a



river cleanup or do it yourself! The river will look better and benefit its ecosystem and
ocean.

3. Shopping sustainably: The next time you go shopping, choose foods without plastic
wrap, carry reusable bags, buy local produce, and refill containers to reduce plastic
waste and your environmental impact.

4. Try a zero-waste lifestyle: Become a zero-waste champion. Invest in sustainable,
ocean-friendly products—reusable coffee cups, water bottles, and food wrappers.
Consider options like menstrual cups, bamboo toothbrushes, and shampoo bars. These
will help you save money and protect the ocean.

5. Sustainable travel: When on vacation, try to be mindful of your single-use plastic
intake. Say no to tiny bottles in hotel rooms, bring your own reusable drinking water
bottle, and use reef-safe sunscreen that’ s free of microplastics.

6. Be an advocate for change: Ask your local supermarkets, restaurants and local
suppliers to ditch plastic packaging, plastic cutlery and straws, and tell them why. Put
pressure on your local authorities to improve the way they manage their waste.

7. Dress sustainably: The fashion industry generates 20% of the world's wastewater and
10% of global carbon emissions. That's more than all international flights and ocean
freight combined. "Fast fashion" last year. Consider sustainable clothing lines, vintage
stores, and repair your clothes where possible.

8. Choose plastic-free personal care products: Personal care products are a major
source of microplastics that wash into the ocean directly from our bathrooms. Find
plastic-free facial cleansers, day creams, makeup, deodorants, shampoos, and other
products.
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